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CHAPTER 3  

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1. Method of the Research 

Descriptive case study was conducted since it was designed to investigate 

the competence and perceptions towards multimodal discourse writing in ELT 

activities. The main point of this research was to collect the data in descriptive way 

about students’ competence and perceptions towards the multimodal discourse 

writing in English subject. Case study is an investigation of the issue in particular 

circumstances. Creswell & Creswell (2018) stated that in a qualitative case study, 

the questions may address a description of the case and the themes that emerge from 

studying it. Hence, case study was chosen to focus on the description findings about 

writing competence and perspective which the students’ profile is described in 

setting and participants. 

 

3.2. Setting and Participants 

The research participants were expected eight students from similar eighth 

graders at one of Junior High School in Tasikmalaya since English Learning and 

Teaching activities have been conducted into multimedia approach. This school 

usually conducts video-mediated language teaching each chapter. There was also 

pre-interview to the teachers to clarify about the video-mediated learning and 

teaching. 

The expected eight students were chosen based on the teacher’s English 

genre-based multimodal discourse writing evaluation by instructional writing 

composition. The four students were selected based on the highest score, and four 

others from the lowest score as also their willingness to join and support this 

research project by signing up the concern form (the format and the agreement signs 

are attached respectively in Enclosure 2.3.1. and 2.3.2.). The students have 

experienced genre-based instructional writing production. Adversely, the interview 

was attended only four in-classmate students who submitted the assignment. The 
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lack of preparation due to pandemic situation has been inauspicious the research 

procedures until the end. Therefore, the planning readjustment is urgently necessary.  

 

3.3. Steps of the Research  

There are some steps in processing this research, as follow: 

1. Identifying a phenomenon 

2. Formulating research problem and aim of the research 

3. Determining the participants 

4. Collecting data 

5. Analysing data, and 

6. Reporting findings of the research. 

The steps in technical practice are furthermore described on the 

subchapters. 

 

3.4. Data Collection 

For collecting the data, the researcher utilised triangulated data of semi-

structured interviews, excerpted video recording, and students’ writings as 

documents. Semi-structured interview, as providing a very flexible technique for 

small-scale research (Drever, 1995), would be conducted in the two sessions of pre-

interview with the teacher and interview with four students in order to collect their 

perceptions towards the multimodal discourse writing in ELT activities. Some 

questions were proposed to the research participants and the next simultaneous 

developed questions are able to be carried out according to participants' answers. 

The framework was carried out in order to obtain the deep information regarding 

this research. The researcher also recorded the students’ interview in audio format. 

In this study, the researcher also compiled the video documents of video 

recording with its excerpts and students’ tasks. The excerpts of video recording 

were used for marking the multimodal discourse writing activities in ELT process. 

Meanwhile, the students’ videos were submitted to evaluate their comprehension 

towards multimodal discourse writing. The researcher readjusted the data collection 

by obtaining and proofreading the students’ narrative written texts. Their original 
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and proofread made-up texts for each student are also presented during interview 

session to ease them recalling the process and comprehending the texts. Moreover, 

the teacher’ lesson plan is compiled as the additional document in order to analyse 

the readjustment planning of online class or SFH (School from Home) ELT 

activities in particular emergency pandemic lesson plan. 

 

3.5. Data Analysis 

Thematic analysis proposed by Braun & Clarke (2006) is used to analyse 

the result from interview. There are six-step processes for identifying, analysing, 

and reporting qualitative data using thematic analysis. 

Step 1: Familiarization; Transcribing data (if necessary), reading and re-reading the 

data, noting down initial ideas. One of the familiarization processes is shown in the 

picture in order to obtain the interview verbatim excerpt about students’ recount 

text composition obstacles. 

 

Picture 3.6.1. Transcription process of interview results verbatim 

Step 2: Generating initial codes; Coding interesting features of the data in a 

systematic fashion across the entire data set, collating data relevant to each code. 

Step 3: Searching for themes; Collating codes into potential themes, gathering all 

data relevant to each potential theme. 
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The second and third steps shown in the picture are marked in different colours in 

order to distinguish the different points each of the code. 

 

Picture 3.6.2. Marking the Codes for Themes in Data Analysis Process 

Step 4: Reviewing themes; Checking if the themes work in relation to the coded 

extracts (Level 1) and the entire data set (Level 2), generating a thematic ‘map’ of 

the analysis. 

Step 5: Defining and naming themes; Ongoing analysis to refine the specifics of 

each theme, and the overall story the analysis tells, generating clear definitions and 

names for each theme. 
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Picture 3.6.3. Defining and Naming Themes after Reviewing the Codes 

Step 6: Producing the report; Final analysis, relating back of the analysis to the 

research question. The final opportunity for analysis. Selection of vivid, compelling 

extract examples, final analysis of selected extracts, relating back of the analysis to 

the research question and literature, producing a scholarly report of the analysis. 

 

3.6. Research Schedule 

The research schedule is deployed as follows: 

No. Description 
2019 2020 2021 

Nov. Dec. Feb. Nov. Dec. Feb. Aug. Dec. 

1. 
Submission of 

Research topic 
        

2. 
Research Topic 

Approval 
        

3. 

Drafting the 

Research 

Proposal 
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No. Description 
2019 2020 2021 

Nov. Dec. Feb. Nov. Dec. Feb. Aug. Dec. 

4. 
Proposal 

Approval 

        

5. 
Seminar Proposal 

Examination 

        

6. 

Drafting 

Research Thesis 

and Revisions 

        

7. 
Conducting the 

Research 

        

8. 
Writing the 

Results 
        

9. 
Final Thesis 

Examination 
        

Table 3.6.1. Research Schedule 
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